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Many Lodges consider that the obvious sign of
prosperity and success is a healthy bank balance,
and a plentiful supply of gentlemen from the
outside world, willing to take the quite
considerable step to becoming one of us.   One
cannot argue with the logic, as it cannot be denied
that without sufficient funds to pay their way in life,
many Lodges would not survive.   Similarly,
without a steady supply of Candidates to provide
the new blood, many Lodges would wither and
die.  It may take twenty years or more to actually
happen, but as national debate rages about the
merits and morals of euthanasia, perhaps we
masons would be much kinder to simply “switch
off the life support machine”.    What is to be
gained by prolonging the suffering of a Lodge
which is only surviving by the sheer willpower of a
small group of Brethren who will fight tooth and
nail to ensure that their Lodge survives, come
what may.

The longer they exist without Candidates, the
poorer their ceremonial work becomes.  The
poorer their degree work, the less satisfying and
rewarding their meetings become, and so on in an
ever-decreasing circle, until they reach a state
where they have absolutely nothing to offer an
prospective candidates.    From a very different
perspective, it is plain that even with sufficient
funds, and a regular supply of Candidates, many
lodges are still struggling to retain the interest of
their membership, who drift away never to return.
It is evident that Lodges who simply become
“Initiation Factories” churning out degree after
degree, each and every regular meeting, are still
losing members.

One excellent example of change is Lodge
Randolph who, despite the lack of Candidates
over several years, survived until they reached a
point where they stood at the edge of a precipice.
They were staring extinction straight in the face,
and had it not been for some of the senior office-
bearers within the Provincial Grand Lodge who
stepped in, it is debatable if they would still be
here today.
Thankfully they were preserved and resuscitated
into a vibrant and successful format, by a handful

of Brethren, who may have come up with a format
which if applied sensibly elsewhere in
Freemasonry, could indeed be part of the solution
we have been waiting for many years.     But
before we hail this new “miracle cure” for all the
Craft’s ailments, let’s examine what makes it
successful, and how certain elements of this can
be applied.

A “Lodge of Enlightenment” is a valuable, and
most welcome addition to Freemasonry, but it will
never fully replace the system which has existed
for hundred of years.   What it does illustrate, is
that we must adapt to a rapidly changing world,
and provide of Brethren with something that not
only appeals to them, but maintains much of what
is good and right about our fraternity.

What is becoming evident is that perhaps a
combination of “Enlightenment” and “Initiation” is
the way ahead.    The former partially reducing
the need for the latter, by providing an alternative
which stimulates the Brethren who have become
bored by watching degrees over and over.

Union & Crown, has over the last 10 years or so
partially embraced this concept, by reducing the
number of “working meetings”, substituting
something which is interesting and entertaining to
the Brethren.   This has also proved to be a
success elsewhere, as the high number of visitors
who attend our dramatised degrees, and the
number of requests we receive to take them on
the road, clearly illustrate.    Hopefully this will
continue and further alternatives will be sought as
we strive to maintain a freshness that evolves and
continues to appeal to our Brethren.   A balance
of the traditional - well worked and to a high
standard, offset by the fresh and the innovative
could well be the successful formula, that Lodges
have been seeking for many years.

We wait in great anticipation for any further
developments.
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Regular Meetings
On Tuesday 4th January, the following Candidates :

DOUGLAS RANKIN          CAMERON RANKIN          DAVID KERR

were raised to the high & sublime degree of a MM by the Installing Masters, Bro Donald Cook
PM and Bro Robert Miller PM, ably assisted by the Past Masters of the Lodge in what was a
fine 3rd Degree conferred with the customary 307 ªenthusiasmº.

Opened : 7-30pm               Lodge Closed : 9-33pm               Attendance : 76

On Tuesday 18th January, the following three Candidates :

TOMMY KELLY          JIM CHRISTIE          BARRY SHIELDS

were initiated in to the privileges and mysteries of our order, by a deputation of Office-
bearers and Brethren of Lodge Craigielea, No.1218.   The Brethren from Paisley braved the
snow to travel through from Paisley, and we were not disappointed with their efforts, in what
was a fine EA degree.   Their RWM, Bro Bill Donnelly, must have been delighted by the
performance of his degree team, which had been hit by late call-offs due to the weather.

Opened : 7-30pm               Lodge Closed : 9-51pm               Attendance : 71

                         

100 CLUB
The fortunate winners of our cash prizes for the month of January, were as follows :

Tuesday 4th January £10 : Ms Karine Livingstone

£5 : Bro Donnie Connell PM 1218

Tuesday 18th January £10 : Bro Bobby Easdon PM

£5 : Mrs Sylvia Watson

All those who are participating in this year's 100 Club, should ensure that they have paid
their £10 entry fee to Bro Jim Kerr PM as soon as possible, as it appears that quite a few are
still outstanding.

Senior Members' Dinner
All those who are eligible, have been invited to attend the Dinner on Monday 14th February
and should have their invitations by now.    If for some reason you haven't yet received
yours, or perhaps you have recently reached 65, or moved house, please contact either Bro
Robert Miller PM ((  571-5295) as soon as possible.
Bro Adam Watson is also looking for volunteers to act as drivers on that evening, and any
Brother who is available should see him As soon as possible.



Dat es f or  you Diar y

Tuesday 1st February Short Business Meeting, followed by 181st Anniversary Dinner
(Tickets Costing £10 are available from Bro Hugh Cattigan WJW)

Monday 14th February Senior Members', Past Masters' and Office-bearers' Annual
Dinner.   6-30pm for 7pm

Tuesday 15th February A Regular Meeting of the Lodge, where a FC Degree will be
conferred by the Office-bearers and Brethren of Lodge
Woodhall St Johns, No.305

Monday 21st February Management Committee Meeting at 7-30pm.

Friday 25th February Annual Burns Supper - 6-30pm for 7pm

Tuesday 1st March Annual Visitation of the PGL of Renfrewshire East

Tuesday 10th March Visitation to Lodge Houstoun St Johnstone, No.242 where a FC
Degree will be conferred by Bro Michael Hughes PM

(The bus will leave the Temple at 7-15pm)

(In addition to the above, the R.W.M. and Wardens are constantly involved in unofficial visits
to Sister Lodges details of which can be obtained by contacting any senior Office-bearer who
will be only too pleased to take you along with them as they represent the Lodge throughout
the Province.   Full details of all visitations, be they official or otherwise, are available on the
Lodge Website, which is updated constantly - http:/unionandcrown.org)

&       &        &        &       &       &        &        &

AAddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  SSyyllllaabbuuss
In a late addition to the published syllabus, the following visitations have been added :

Tuesday 29th March EA at Pollokshaws R.A. No.153 by Bro Jim Miller

Saturday 19th March Dramatised FC at Lodge St Anthony, No. 154

(Brethren wishing to travel to Inverurie for the above degree, should notify our worthy
Secretary ASAP, in order that accommodation and transport be arranged)
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Tickets costing £10-00 are now available from Bro Hugh Cattigan WJW (  580
6928, or any Senior Office-bearer

9LVLWDWLRQV
We had a busy beginning to the New Year, with 2
early visits to Sister Lodges.   Thursday 6th January,
saw us on our first official travels of the when we ªfirst-
footedº our near neighbours and good friends in
Lodge Thistle & Crown, No.1167.   A fine EA degree
was conferred by Bro Willie Renfrew PM and his
team, and an excellent deputation of 33 Brethren
braved the strong winds and heavy rain to support Bro
Tom Mulholland RWM on his first official visitation.

The following Monday (10th) saw us off again, this time to Lodge Nitshill, No.1478.    A
deputation of almost 30 Brethren, supported Bro Tom on this occasion, where we had been
invited to confer a Master Mason Degree upon a single candidate.    The ceremonial was in
the hands of Bro Jim Renfrew P.M., and he was assisted by several Office-bearers and
Brethren of the Lodge Instruction Class, and this showed in the high standard of the degree.

After each degree the Brethren of all Lodges concerned, retired to enjoy the harmony and
cement old friendships.

Paper Appeal
Due to a rapid, and unexpected, decline in our stock, we are in grave danger
of running out of that most essential of commodities – PAPER.

As many of our readers will know we make regular appeals for A4 size,
80g/m² copier or duplicator paper,   Whilst we use more white, than anything
else, we are especially low in coloured paper, which we use for Front covers
and other things.

Without sufficient stocks, we simply cannot print enough copies of our journal
to satisfy our wide-ranging readership.   So if you have the odd ream lying
about just let us know and we'll even arrange to have it picked-up if
necessary.
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é We gather that Bro Bobby Kennedy and his wife are relocating from Johnstone to

Barrhead.   Bro Bobby, already a good attender at his adopted Lodge, should have little
excuse now for dropping in on both 307 and his daughter, Bro Robert Miller's wife
Christine.

é On the subject of Bro Robert's family, we were shocked to hear that his mother had a
nasty fall over the festive period and suffered a serious compound fracture of her leg.  On
a lighter note - his daughter Gail got engaged on Christmas Day.

é Another festive engagement was Karine Livingstone, the elder daughter of the Late Bro
John Livingstone PM, who decided to accept the proposal of her fiancé Ivor.  The couple
plan to wed towards the end of 2005.

é Congratulations to Bro Bud Gauld PM, who has received another accolade from the
Grand Lodge of Scotland.    He has been appointed as the GLS Representative ªFrom the
Grand Lodge of Nevadaº.    We are sure that this latest plaudit is well deserved.

é It is difficult to comprehend that ªThe Malletº is going to be 30 years old next year !

é We gather that Bro Donald Cook PM has the arrangements are well in hand for the annual
Social Club Outing this year.    It will be heading to Largs this year, although a final date is
still to be finalised.   We'll keep you posted.

é Congratulations to Bro Jim Miller PM, who will officially become a senior citizen this month
when he hits 65.   Bro Jim who is in the process of setting up his own Engineering
Services company, couldn't even switch on a computer a few months ago, but now is
proficient in AutoCAD, and has even purchased a high-powered computer for his home.

é Our Worthy Treasurer, Bro Donald Cook PM has asked us to intimate that Social Club
fees are now due.  All should be reminded that you must pay this £5 fee to be able to use
the facilities of the Social Club.

é Tickets for the premier social event of the year – the Annual Dinner Dance, which is to be
held on Friday 1st April, are now available.    They cost £25 per couple and are available
from, Bro Hugh Cattigan WJW ((  580 6928) or any Senior Office-bearer.

é It is interesting to note that only 8 Lodges (22%) out of a total of 37 within the province of
Renfrewshire East, are actually located within the boundaries of ªEast Renfrewshire.

é We gather that the success of films such as ªNational Treasureº and novels like Dan
Brown's ªThe Da Vinci Codeº have stimulated the interest of the general public so much
that people enquiring about entering Freemasonry have risen to unprecedented levels.

é Well done to Bro Robert Miller PM, who with a whole series of events and schemes,
manage to raise all the necessary funds for this month's Senior Members' Dinner.

é Congratulations to Bro Colin Hamilton, our worthy Junior Deacon, and his Fiancée
Yvonne, who recently became engaged.

é Many thanks to Bro Dixon Drye PGM, for his kind donation to our funds.

é It was good to see Bro Brian Morton PM back in harness again, after a recent bout of ill
health left him in hospital.

é Bro Jim Renfrew PM recently gave the Immortal Memory, at Lodge Nitshill's Burns
Supper.  One of several Brethren ask to perform at various such events locally.

é The Lodge has agreed to purchase a ªstate of the artº electronic organ for use at all
Regular Meetings etc.    It is hoped that the cost will be shared by all Masonic
Organisations who use the Temple.

é It is pleasing to note that the average age of the last 10 Candidates come to a very
healthy 30.   The actual total of all their ages coincidentally comes to 307 !



At the Regular Meeting of the Chapter held on
Tuesday 11th January, the following Brother :

TERENCE ROBINSON

received a good Mark Affiliate and Excellent
Masters' Degree conferred, by the Office-
bearers and Companions of Paisley Abbey
R.A.C., No.76

The next Regular Meeting of the Chapter, is scheduled for Tuesday 8th February at 8-30pm
(Please Note the change of Time), where the Provincial Grand Chapter of Renfrewshire will
be making its annual visitation to Rockmount RAC, No.367.      MEC Wilson Davidson MEZ
and his Office-bearers extend a cordial invitation to all Companions, especially any visitors,
to attend on that evening.

Visitations
During the early part of February, the Companions face a very busy period, with 2 visitations
to Sister Chapter following immediately after our own Regular Meeting.

œ Wednesday 9th February EM at Paisley Abbey RAC, No.76

œ Thursday 10th February RA at Beith RAC, No.32

All Companions are invited to support the Chapter, by coming along on both these visits

                                                                    

Over the years we have printed many strange and sometimes obscure articles and snippets in The
Mallet.   The following is perhaps one of the weirdest (yet !)   It is the lyrics from a duet entitled “ I
Love to Love a Mason”  from Ziegfeld's 1910 production of "The Girl in the Kimono".

Words by E.S. Swikar, Music by Hampton Durand,

Verse 1 (She)

Sweetheart tell me true what is it Masons do

When they all get together in the lodge?

Really I'm delirious; it's all so mysterious,

When I ask, you always seem to dodge.

Won't you put me hip to the password and the grip,

For to know them really must be fine.

I'll never tell a soul and I'll gladly pay the toll

Now won't you please show me just one sign

Verse 2 – (He)

Honey I'll agree to work the first degree

But you must try your best to do your part,

I will whisper in your ear so no one else will here

The passwords, "Darling of my heart."

The ring upon your hand is the sign you understand

That you will be forever true to me,

I'll kiss your ruby lips, that's a Mason's fondest grip,

When I put you through the first degree.

Chorus:
I love to love a Mason 'cause a Mason never tells,
In joyful expectation of those tuneful wedding bells.
Spooning, honeymooning, as we love and kiss and squeeze;
Wooing, softly cooing become a Mason by degrees.

We leave to draw your own conclusions upon its merits.   Needless to same, the show
wasn't a success and never made it to Broadway.

RockmountRockmount R.A.C. No.367R.A.C. No.367
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Tommy Kelly : Tommy who is 34 and a native of the town, is the grandson of the
late Bro Tommy Kelly.   A joiner with East Renfrewshire Council,
Tommy lives in ªThe Ailsasº just off Springhill Road with his wife
Tracy, his young daughter and new baby son.   When time allows,
he likes to be able to watch his favourite football team – Rangers.

Jim Christie : Also employed by East Renfrewshire, where his is a Maintenance
Officer, Jim is 33 years old and lives in the imposing grey sandstone
villas at the beginning of Lochlibo Road (formerly Bro Gordon
Wright's House).   A devoted family man, Jim like to spend time with
his wife Julie and their young daughter, and they are expecting
another child later this year.

Barry Shields : Barry lives in the Tenements halfway along Barnes Street, near the
Telephone Exchange, and is a Trainee Surveyor, yet again with East
Renfrewshire Council.   23 years of age, Barry is still a bachelor with
no ties and likes to follow the fortunes of a team down Govan way.

Masonic Trivia
œ Did you know that the oldest known Masonic writing, the Regius Manuscript or "Poem

of Moral Duties," was discovered to be a Masonic document by a non-Mason, J. O.
Halliwell-Phillips, in 1839.   It was written about 1390 and was given the name
"Regius" because it was found in the Royal Library of England.

œ Did you know that the statute of Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson, which stands on
Nelson©s Column in Trafalgar Square was designed and created by Bro Edward
Hodges Baily, a member of Jerusalem Lodge No 233 in London.

œ Did you know that the first Freemason to orbit the earth was Bro John Glenn (of
Concord Lodge No 688, Ohio) on 20th February 1962 aboard the spacecraft
Friendship 7

œ Did you know that Samuel Colt, who invented the Revolver, and Richard Gatling who
invented the Gatling Gun, were both active Freemasons.

œ Did you know that there have been at least 11 recipients of Nobel Prizes who were
Freemasons, amongst them Sir Winston Churchill, Sir Alexander Fleming, Rudyard
Kipling and Theodore Roosevelt.

/ RGJH�5DQGROSK
The next Regular Meeting of Lodge Randolph is to be held on
Friday 11th February, when the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Renfrewshire East will pay its annual visitation to the Lodge.     All
Executive Office-bearers are expected to be in attendance at 6-
45pm on that evening.
The entertainment at the after meeting harmony will be the ª307
Concert Partyº
A Management Committee Meeting of the Senior Office-bearers is
scheduled for Monday 7th February at 7-30pm within 307.
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Again it has been a fairly busy month with several of our Brethren either in hospital or out of
sorts.    I made numerous visits to our housebound and infirm Brethren, in some cases on
several occasions, and even managed to call on some of some of the widows.     Over the
Festive Period, it was difficult to see some of our Brethren, such was the high number of
Christmas Parties etc. which were obviously more interesting than me !

Just after New Year, the Lodge was deeply saddened with the passing of Bro Hugh Fraser
PM and there was an extremely large turnout of Brethren at his funeral.   Initiated in 1972, Bro
Hugh was RWM in 1984/85 and a popular figure in the Social Club.    Condolences were
passed to his widow Muriel by many of the Brethren.

I managed to catch Bro Joe Roberts PM at home and he told me that he would dearly like to
have attended the Senior Members' and PM's Dinner.   With this in mind, we managed to
arrange transport to pick him up beforehand, and take him home afterwards, and this has
delighted Bro Joe.   Others in the same predicament are Bro Jimmy Vaughan in Norwood
House, and Bro Peter Cameron in ªThe Firsº.   After enquiries with the staff, we were given
permission to ªsign them outº on the evening of the dinner, and we will be transporting them
back and forward.   It transpires that that evening is also Bro Peter's Birthday, and hopefully it
will be a double celebration.

I called on Bro Willie Goldie, who with a little assistance should make the dinner.   He passed
on his regards to all in the Lodge.   Unfortunately, Bro John Brooks, although weel when I
called, won't be at the dinner, as he feels that he wouldn't be able to sit for that long.    He ask
to be remembered to all.    I learned that Bro Alex Smeaton was in the RAH, but before I
could manage to get in to see him, he'd been discharged.   When I spoke to him later, he told
me that he was alright, but was waiting for word to go back in again.

Thanks to all who have assist me recently, it was greatly appreciated.    If anyone knows of
any Brother or Widow who is ill or housebound, or would appreciate a visit, please let me know
as soon as possible.

Br o Adam Wat son

Lodge Almoner   0141-881-5393

History of the Lodge
We would remind all our readers that there are still copies
available of Bro Bud Gauld P.M.'s excellent History of Lodge
Union & Crown, No.307 available - priced £10.

Anyone interested should contact Bro Bud ((  881-9552) who will
be only too glad to sell you a copy.
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On Tuesday 6th January, the following three Candidates :

JIM McKINNON     LAURIE DUNSEATH     DEREK RICHARDSON

were raised to the high & sublime degree of a M.M. by the Installing Masters, ably assisted
by a large deputation of Past Masters of the Lodge in what is always an eagerly anticipated
occasion by the Brethren.    All who took part are to be congratulated on their performance in
what was an excellent rendition of the 3rd degree, greatly appreciated by all in attendance.

Lodge Opened : 7-30pm         Lodge Closed : 9-52 pm         Attendance : 91

At our Regular Meeting on Tuesday 20th January, the following Candidates :

MARK McSKEANE             ANDREW MEIKLE

were initiated into the mysteries and privileges of our order by a large deputation of Office-bearers
and Brethren from our near neighbours, Lodge Nitshill, No.1478.      Our good friends from the far
side of The Hurlet carried out their duties well and Bro Alex Farquharson R.W.M. of 1478 is to be
congratulated for a fine E.A. Degree.

Lodge Opened : 7-30 pm         Lodge Closed : 9-50 pm       Attendance : 116

100  C L U B
The fortunate winners of our cash prizes for January were as follows :

Tuesday 6th January £10 : Bro Roy Dinning PM

£5 : Bro Wilson Davidson PM

Tuesday 20th January £10 : Bro Elias Sudding PM

£5 : Bro Steff Lawniczak

Visitation
Thursday 15th January we set off on our travels the short distance up the Kirk Hill to the
village of Neilston, where we had been invited to confer the M.M. Degree within our good
friends, Lodge Thistle & Crown, No.1167.

We were warmly greeted by Bro John Miller R.W.M. and his Brethren and after the
formalities of the welcome and official handover we proceeded to confer a spirited 3rd degree
on their Candidate, Bro David Moore, who is better known at large on alternate Saturdays
when he dresses as “Broxy Bear” , the official Rangers Matchday Mascot !

All who took part in the ceremonial are to be congratulated for their efforts.    Our own
R.W.M., Bro Jim Miller, who like us to publicly thank each and every one of the Brethren
who supported him in what was a magnificent deputation of 47 !
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 I T'S GOOD TO SEE J ACK GAULD
AND TOMMY WI LSON BACK AT
THEI R MEETI NGS AGAI N

AYE, THAT PAI R  ARE
RI GHT CHARACTERS,
THEY'RE EVEN GOI NG
TAE VI SI TATI ONS.
THAT'S WHI T AH CALL
REAL MASONS

THEY'RE BOTH BI G FANS OF
THE 307 CONCERT & NEVER
MI SS A PERFORMANCE THEY WI LL

BOTH BE VERY
HAPPY THI S
MONTH

THEY'RE ON 3 TI MES -
FUR THE AULD YI N'S
DI NNER, RANDOLPH'S
HARMONY AND FUR THE 
PROVI NCI AL CONCERT

AH HEARD THEY ‘RE GONNY
TRY AND SNEAK  I N TAE
THE SENI OR MEMBERS'
DI NNER

MAMMI E !

307 CONCERT
PARTY ON TOUR

AH WI DNY PUT
I T PAST THEM !
THEY'RE ALMOST
ªGROUPI ESº

HEY TOMMY THI S I S
PURE MAGI C I SN’T I T

AYE J ACK,  THAT AL
J OLSON I S TERRI FI C

J  RENFREW J AN 05


